[Level change of IL-10, IL-12 and TNF alpha in the serun of patients with hepatocellular carcinoma].
To study the relationship and clinical significance between level change of serum Interleukin 10 (IL-10), interleukin 12 (IL-12), tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF alpha) and primary hepatic carcinoma (PHC). Serum IL-10, IL-12, TNF alpha in 40 patients with PHC, 36 cases with hepatocirrhosis and 33 normal controls were measured with ELISA. The higher serum levels of IL-10, IL-12, TNF alpha were observed in patients with hepatocirrhosis than in controls (P < 0.01), although IL-12, TNF alpha in the serum of patients with PHC were in the proximity of that of controls (P > 0.05), the IL-10 level was significantly higher than that of control (P < 0.01), further more, IL-10 being opposed to IL-12, TNF alpha is higher in patients with tumor above 5.0 cm in diameter than below 5.0 cm, IL-12 and TNF alpha were declined and IL-10 increased with tumor enlargement. The immune dysfunction in patients with PHC may be related to level increase of IL-10. The level decrease of IL-12, TNF alpha and increase of IL-10 is helpful to clinical differential diagnoses between cirrhotic nodule and PHC, and this suggests cancerous tendency.